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Water Supply Reserve Account Grant Applications 
 

Staff Recommendation 
A summary of staff’s recommendation for each grant request is provided in the table below.  
Favorable recommendations may be contingent on providing the CWCB with additional 
information, clarifications, or modifications in the scope of work.  Please refer to the Water 
Activity Summary Sheets contained within this agenda item to find a summary of staff’s review 
and any conditions associated with each recommendation. 
 
 Basin Project Name Total 

Request 
Recommendation 

a. Arkansas UAWCD Hydrologic Water 
Balance Study 

$180,000 To fund up to $180,000 from 
the Statewide Account. 

b. Arkansas Bedload/Sediment Collection and 
Removal Technology - Fountain 
Creek  

$225,000 
 

To fund up to $75,000 from 
the Arkansas Basin Account 
and $150,000 from the 
Statewide Account. 

c.  South 
Platte 

FMRICo Recharge & Wetlands 
Project 
 

$1.1 
million 

To fund up to $250,000 from 
the South Platte Basin 
Account and $420,000 from 
the Statewide Account 

d. Southwest Canal Seepage Reduction Program 
 

$1.0 
million 

To fund up to $225,000 from 
the Statewide Account 

e.   Southwest La Plata Archuleta Water District 
Project 
 

$400,000 To fund up to $400,000 from 
the Statewide Account 

f.  Southwest Lower Blanco River Restoration 
 

$250,000 To fund up to $225,000 from 
the Statewide Account 

g. Rio 
Grande 

Lower Willow Creek Restoration 
Project 

$250,000 To fund up to $50,000 from 
the Rio Grande Basin 
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 Account and $200,000 from 
the Statewide Account 

h.  Rio 
Grande 

Sangre de Cristo Trinchera 
Diversion Canal Restoration 
 

$250,000 To fund up to $50,000 from 
the Rio Grande Basin 
Account and $150,000 from 
the Statewide Account 

i. Metro Aquifer Recharge Pilot Study $550,000 To fund up to $425,000 from 
the Statewide Account. 

j. Metro Feasibility Study for Bureau of 
Reclamation Funding from the 
National Rural Water Supply Act 
 

$675,000 To fund up to $500,000 from 
the Statewide Account and 
$175,000 from the Metro 
Basin Account. 

k. Rio 
Grande 

Rio Grande Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) 
Phase II - Implementation 
 

$31,500 To fund up to $31,500 from 
the Rio Grande Basin 
Account 

l. Southwest Animas River Needs Assessment 
 

$57,000 To fund up to $57,000 from 
the Southwest Basin 
Account 

m. Yampa Headwaters Magazine - January 
2010 

$20,000 To fund up to $20,000 from 
the Yampa Basin Account 

n. Yampa Development and Implementation 
of Water Forums, Workshop, 
and/or Tours 

$10,000 To fund up to $10,000 from 
the Yampa Basin Account 

o. Yampa Stillwater Reservoir Seepage 
Project 

$189,000 To fund up to $189,000 from 
the Yampa Basin Account 

 
Background 
During this grant cycle, total grant requests ($4,215,000) were nearly double the amount of 
available Statewide funds ($2,800,922).  Considering this, staff was faced with a difficult round 
of application review/analysis and recommendations.  To ensure that each grant application was 
reviewed fairly, the applications were reviewed independently by each member of the IWMD 
staff and subsequently meet as a group to discuss the merits and shortfalls of each grant.   
 
Resulting from this analysis, staff recommends approval for all of the grant requests; although 
several of those requests have received recommendations for partial funding.  In the review, staff 
considered various factors such as other funding resources available, how well the proposal met 
the evaluation criteria and the total amount of money requested.  It should also be noted that 
several of the grant requests were modified from their original request submitted for 
consideration by the CWCB in March 2009.  Staff has identified the applications that have been 
modified in some form since they were received by the CWCB for consideration in March 2009.  
In these instances, staff has requested that the applicants provide a meaningful deliverable with 
the reduced amount of grant moneys.   
 
During this agenda item the Board will be provided with a brief overview of the 15 applications 
that are requesting money from the Water Supply Reserve Account (WSRA).  Attachments to 
this memo include: 
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• Summary spreadsheet summarizing funding requests and summarizing to date activities for the 
basin and statewide accounts; 
• Water Activity Summary Sheet which provides an overview, discussion, issues/additional 
needs, and staff recommendation regarding funding, partial funding, or not funding the 
applications; and  
• Copies of the full applications, Basin Roundtable approval letters and any supporting 
documentation provided by the applicants. 
 
 
Staff’s review of the applications involved the following procedures and steps: 
 
1) The applications were reviewed for completeness based on the information requirements, 
which are primarily outlined in Part 2 of the Criteria and Guidelines. 
 
2) The applications were reviewed to verify that the water activity met the eligibility 
requirements in Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S. (also outlined in Part 2 of the Criteria 
and Guidelines) and the threshold criteria, which are based on the requirements of 
Section 39-29-108 (III) C.R.S., and two sections of the Water for the 21st Century Act 
(House Bill 1177); Section 37-75-102 and Section 37-75-104(2)(c) (see Part 3 of the 
Criteria and Guidelines). Staff also verified whether that the applicant was an eligible 
entity to receive funding (see Part 2 of the Criteria and Guidelines). 
 
3) Staff then prepared the Water Activity Summary Sheet which documents the outcome of the 
review process and contains staff’s recommendations. 
 



Water Supply Reserve Account Applications for Consideration at the CWCB September 2009 Board Meeting

Basin Applicant Name of Water Activity Date Received CWCB Meeting
Basin Account 
Request

Statewide 
Account 
Request

Statewide Account 
Staff 
Recommendation Total Request Type of Water Activity

1 Arkansas
Upper Arkansas Water 
Conservancy District UAWCD Hydrologic Water Balance Study 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $0 $180,000 $180,000 $180,000

Study or analysis of non structural, 
consumptive, or nonconsumptive 
water needs and projects

2 Arkansas City of Pueblo
Bedload/Sediment Collection and Removal 
Technology - Fountain Creek 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $40,000 $185,000 $150,000 $225,000

Study or analysis of structural, non 
structural, nonconsumptive water 
needs, projects

Arkansas Basin Total Requests $40,000 $365,000 $405,000

3 Metro South Metro Aquifer Recharge Pilot Study 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $0 $550,000 $425,000 $550,000
Study or analysis of consumptive 
water project or activity

4 Metro
Douglas County Water 
Resource Authority

Feasibility Study for Bureau of Reclamation 
Funding from the National Rural Water 
Supply Act 7/15/2009 Sep-09 $175,000 $500,000 $500,000 $675,000

Technical assistance regarding 
permitting feasibility studies and 
environmental compliance; and study 
or analysis of structural project or 
activity

Metro Basin Total Requests $175,000 $1,050,000 $1,225,000

5 Rio Grande

San Luis Valley Resource 
Conservation & 
Development Council Lower Willow Creek Restoration Project 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $50,000 $200,000 $200,000 $250,000

Structural and/or nonstructural water 
project or activity

6 Rio Grande
Trinchera Irrigation 
Company

Sangre de Cristo Trinchera Diversion Canal 
Restoration 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $50,000 $200,000 $150,000 $250,000

Structural and/or nonstructural water 
project or activity

Rio Grande Conservation Reserve

Environmental complicance and 
feasibility study, technical assistance 
regarding feasibility studies and 
environmental compliance, analysis

7 Rio Grande
Colorado Rio Grande 
Restoration Foundation

Rio Grande Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) Phase II - 
Implementation 7/14/2009 Sep-09 $31,500 $0 $31,500

environmental compliance, analysis 
of consumptive and nonconsumptive 
water projects

Rio Grande Basin Total Request $131,500 $400,000 $531,500

8 South Platte

Fort Morgan Reservoir and 
Irrigation Company 
(FMRICo) FMRICo Recharge & Wetlands Project 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $250,000 $850,000 $420,000 $1,100,000

Structural and/or nonstructural water 
project or activity

South Platte Basin Total Requests $250,000 $850,000 $1,100,000

9 Southwest
La Plata Archuleta Water 
District La Plata Archuleta Water District 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $0 $400,000 $400,000 $400,000

Technical assistance regarding 
permitting feasibility studies and 
environmental compliance

10 Southwest
Lower Blanco River 
Restoration Lower Blanco River Restoration Project 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $100,000 $150,000 $150,000 $250,000

Structural and/or nonstructural water 
project or activity

9/9/2009 1



Basin Applicant Name of Water Activity Date Received CWCB Meeting
Basin Account 
Request

Statewide 
Account 
Request

Statewide Account 
Staff 
Recommendation Total Request Type of Water Activity

11 Southwest
Florida Mesa Canal 
Companies Canal Seepage Reduction Program 1/15/2009 Sep-09 $0 $1,000,000 $225,000 $1,000,000

Technical assistance regarding 
permitting feasibility studies and 
environmental compliance; and study 
or analysis of structural project or 
activity

12 Southwest

San Juan Resource 
Conservation and 
Development - Animas 
Watershed Project Animas River Needs Assessment 5/19/2009 Sep-09 $57,000 $0 $57,000

Study or analysis of non structural, 
nonconsumptive water needs and 
projects

Southwest Basin Total Requests $57,000 $1,550,000 $1,607,000

13 Yampa/White
Colorado Foundation for 
Water Education Headwaters Magazine - January 2010 7/15/2009 Sep-09 $20,000 $0 $20,000

Study or analysis of structural, non 
structural, consumptive, and 
nonconsumptive water needs and 
projects

14 Yampa/White
Community Agriculture 
Alliance, Inc.

Development and Implementation of Water 
Forums, Workshop, and/or Tours 7/15/2009 Sep-09 $10,000 $0 $10,000

Study or analysis of structural, non 
structural, consumptive, water needs 
and projects

15 Yampa/White
Bear River Reservoir 
Company Stillwater Reservoir Seepage Project 6/2/2009 Sep-09 $189,000 $0 $189,000

Structural and/or nonstructural water 
project or activity

Yampa/White Basin Total Requests $219,000 $0 $219,000

Water Supply Reserve Account Total Requests $872,500 $4,215,000 $2,800,000 $5,087,500

9/9/2009 2



COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD
Water Supply Reserve Account - Balance Summary

September 1, 2009

Fund Appropriation and Receipts

Fiscal Year
Legislative 

Appropriation Funds Received Statewide Account Basin Account
2006/2007 $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $5,500,000 $4,500,000 
2007/2008 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 $4,200,000 $1,800,000 
2008/2009 $10,000,000 $7,000,000 $4,300,000 $2,700,000 
2009/2010 $5,775,000 $2,310,000 $1,686,300 $623,700 
TOTAL $31,775,000 $25,310,000 $15,686,300 $9,623,700 
Note:  The WSRA is a Severance Tax "Tier II" program with 40% of funds distributed on July 1, 30% on January 1, and the final 30% on April 1. 
     In FY 2008/2009 the final 30% installment of $3,000,000 was not received due to the State's budgetary shortfall.
     Currently, only the first 40% installment for FY 2009/2010 has been received.

Fund Distribution

Basin
Approved Basin 

Grants Total Basin Funds
Basin Account 

Balance
Approved State 

Grants
Statewide Account 

Balance
Arkansas $932,756 $1,069,300 $136,544 $2,918,287 
Colorado $850,171 $1,069,300 $219,129 $2,227,900 
Southwest $877,735 $1,069,300 $191,565 $2,240,000 
Gunnison $813,125 $1,069,300 $256,175 $861,660 
Metro $893,146 $1,069,300 $176,154 $200,000 
North Platte $849,715 $1,069,300 $219,585 $311,027 
Rio Grande $734,950 $1,069,300 $334,350 $2,617,400 
South Platte $793,111 $1,069,300 $276,189 $1,260,269 
Yampa/White $454,572 $1,069,300 $614,728 $248,835 
TOTAL $7,199,281 $9,623,700 $2,424,419 $12,885,378 $2,800,922 

TOTAL APPROVED GRANTS $20,084,659 
Note:  Only includes grants approved by CWCB.














