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TO:  Colorado Water Conservation Board Members 
 
FROM:  Jeff Baessler 
  Stream and Lake Protection Section 
 
DATE:  September 4, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 23, September 15-16, 2009, Board Meeting  

Stream and Lake Protection Section – Instream Flow Recommendations on 
Morrison Creek in Water Division 6 

 
Background 
 
This agenda item provides an opportunity for stakeholders to present the Board with public 
comment on the proposed Morrison Creek Instream Flow water right recommendations as 
proposed by the Colorado Division of Wildlife, James Larson, Dequine Family, LLC., and 
Flying Diamond Resources. 
 
Discussion 
 
Staff received instream flow recommendations for two segments on Morrison Creek in Water 
Division 6 at its February 2009 workshop.  The attached database table and map identify the 
flow amounts and specific reaches under consideration.   The written recommendations can be 
accessed at  
http://cwcb.state.co.us/StreamAndLake/NewAppropriations/ISFAppropriationNotices/2010Prop
osedAppropriations/2010Appropriations.htm. 
 
These recommendations were officially noticed in March 2009, and staff has been processing the 
recommendations through draft water availability analyses, field investigations and outreach to 
stakeholders.   On August 4, 2009, staff provided the Routt County Commissioners with an 
overview of the ISF program and a discussion of all ISF recommendations within Routt County 
and Water Division 6.   Immediately following the meeting, the Morrison Creek Metropolitan 
Water and Sanitation District requested that staff provide an opportunity for public comment to 
the CWCB at its September 2009 Steamboat Springs meeting.   Letters received by Staff to date 
regarding these recommendations are attached.  This is an informational item with no Board 
action required.  
 
Attachments 

 
Bill Ritter, Jr. 
Governor 
 
Harris D. Sherman 
DNR Executive Director 
 
Jennifer L. Gimbel 
CWCB Director 
 
Dan McAuliffe 
CWCB Deputy Director  
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Colorado Water Conservation Board
Instream Flow Tabulation - Streams

Case 
Number Upper Terminus Lower Terminus

Amount(dates) Approp 
Date

Length 
(miles)Stream Watershed County USGS QUADS (CFS)

Water Division 6

10/6/A-005 Morrison Creek confl. Yampa River at
lat 40 14 43N  long 106 47 11W lat 40 17 24N  long 106 48 57W

4.90Dequine Ditch Alt. Pt. #1 4 (10/1 - 4/30)
18 (5/1 - 9/30)

Routt Blacktail Mountain
Green Ridge

Upper Yampa

10/6/A-003 Morrison Creek confl Silver Creek at
lat 40 10 55N  long 106 45 0W lat 40 14 42N  long 106 47 11W

8.99confl Muddy Creek at 2 (11/1 - 3/31)
3.1 (4/1 - 10/31)

Routt Green RidgeUpper Yampa

10/6/A-004 Morrison Creek confl Yampa River at
lat 40 14 42N  long 106 47 11W lat 40 17 24N  long 106 48 57W

4.91confl Silver Creek at 13.2 (4/1 - 7/31)
10 (8/1 - 8/31)
7.9 (9/1 - 3/31)

Routt Blacktail Mountain
Green Ridge

Upper Yampa

Total # of Stream Miles =  18.8
Total # of Appropriations = 3

(Totals do not include donated/acquired water rights)

Totals for Water Division 6

Total # of Stream Miles =  18.8
Total # of Appropriations = 3

Report Totals

(Totals do not include donated/acquired water rights)

Page 1  of  1Tuesday, September 01, 2009 * - Donated/Acquired Water Right
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MORRISON CREEK METROPOLITAN WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT 

24490 Uncompahgre Road, Oak Creek, Colorado  80467 

Telephone (970) 736-8250 / Fax (970) 736-0177 

Email: info@mcwater.org 

 
 

August 3, 2009 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

Mr. Jeff Baessler 

Stream and Lake Protection Section 

Colorado Water Conservation Board 

Denver, CO 

 

 

Re: Proposed Instream Flow Recommendation on Morrison Creek in Water Division 6 

 

Dear Mr. Baessler, 

 

The Morrison Creek Metropolitan Water and Sanitation District (MCMWSD) is the entity which is 

responsible for providing water and sanitation services to the Stagecoach subdivisions south of Steamboat 

Springs. The MCMWSD currently serves approximately 400 service connections and has water distribution 

lines in place which serve another approximately 300 as yet undeveloped lots. In addition there are another 

approximately 1800 platted lots which currently do not have water distribution lines but which could be 

serviced in the future. Most of these platted lots lie in the south area of the District which is tributary to 

Morrison Creek. There is also substantial unplatted land in the District boundaries which is identified for 

future development in land use plans.  

 

The MCMWSD currently relies on groundwater pumped from the Browns Park aquifer for all of its supply. A 

water supply master plan has recently been prepared by HRS Water Consultants Inc. for the District. This plan 

has determined that wells drilled into the Browns Park aquifer could supply the Districts needs until close to 

full buildout. Many of these wells will need to be located in the southern area of the District which is in the 

Morrison Creek drainage. HRS Water Consultants are currently studying how these wells may affect the 

surface streamflows.   

 

We are concerned how a premature instream flow designation on Morrison Creek will affect our ability to 

provide for our service area. We would particularly ask that the designation be delayed until the MCMWSD 

has completed all masterplanning and investigative studies and has firmed up its future supply.  We are also 

aware of efforts by the Upper Yampa Water Conservancy District to complete projects on Morrison Creek 

which could provide clear advantage to the MCMWSD for direct supply and/or augmentation purposes. 

 

Thank you for consideration of our concerns and do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Colby 

mailto:info@mcwater.org
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District Manager 

 

cc: Board of Directors, MCMWSD 

      Geoff Blakeslee 

      Kevin McBride 

      Doug Monger, Routt County Commissioner 



 

DENVER 

1536 Wynkoop Street, 5C 

Denver, CO  80202 

303.534.7066 
 

GRAND JUNCTION 

546 Main Street, #402 

Grand Junction, CO  81501 

970.243.0002 
 

CRAIG 

11 W. Victory Way, #208 

Craig, CO  81625 

970.824.5241 

 

 
September 4, 2009 
 
 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
Department of Natural Resources 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 721 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
 
Dear Board,  
 
 The undersigned organizations, which represent xxxx thousand Colorado citizens,  would like to 
extend our support for the proposed Instream Flow Filing on Morrison Creek. We commend CWCB 
staff in the work that has been completed thus far, in compiling a well thought out detailed 
recommendation. This filing will help provide critical flows to preserve Morrison Creek, while balancing 
the needs of other water users in the Yampa River Basin.  
 
We are aware that some stakeholders have requested this filing be delayed for 2 years, we feel this is 
unnecessary as the CWCB has a detailed and extended process by which to accommodate concerns 
raised by all stakeholders. The process by which the CWCB appropriates water rights, provides ample 
time for all stakeholders to engage in the filing and voice concerns, this additional 2 year delay is 
unneeded. 
 
 
Additionally it is our understanding that the Morrison Creek Reservoir Application is likely to see a 
water right decreed before the end of 2009. Because this project is likely to have water rights senior to 
any appropriated by the Board, we feel it is prudent to move forward with the Staff’s recommendation 
at this time.  
 
We look forward to  your consideration of Staff’s recommendation and encourage you to support 
moving forward on the Morrison Creek instream flow appropriation.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Becky Long 
Colorado Environmental Coalition  
 

 

 














