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The 2009 Water Year
October – Near average precipitation during the first half  of  the month, 
followed by dry conditions during the second half.  Below average snowpack 
accumulations during the month.

November – Below average precipitation statewide.  Minimal gains in mountain 
snowpack.

December – Heavy snow storms in the southern mountains.  Nearly a repeat 
of  last year!!

January – A good start to the month, followed by a “January Thaw”.  Sizable 
snowpack increases at month’s end.

February – Generally below average snowfall, especially across southern 
mountains.

March – Warm and dry statewide

April – Sprint to the Finish Line!!

May – How fast can snow melt?



Effects of Dust Layers 

in the Snowpack

1. Reduced Albedo

2. Rapid melt rates

3. Condensed Runoff  Season

Photos courtesy of Chris Landry

Center for Snow & Avalanche Studies, Silverton, CO



Yampa, White & North Platte River 

Basins Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  114%
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Colorado River Basin Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  117%
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South Platte River Basin Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  111%
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Gunnison River Basin Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  110%
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan 

River Basins Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  93%
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Upper Rio Grande Basin Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  109%
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Arkansas River Basin Summary
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2009 Peak as Pct of Avg Peak:  114%
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Colorado Statewide Summary














