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The 2009 Water YearThe 2009 Water Year
October – Near average precipitation during the first half  of  the 
month, followed by dry conditions during the second half.  Below 
average snowpack accumulations during the month.g p g

November – Below average precipitation statewide.  Minimal gains in 
mountain snowpack.

December – Heavy snow storms in the southern mountains.  Nearly a 
repeat of  last year!!

January – A good start to the month, followed by a “January Thaw”.  
Sizable snowpack increases at month’s end.

February – Generally below average snowfall, especially across southern 
mountains.

March Warm and dr state ideMarch – Warm and dry statewide

April – Sprint to the Finish Line!!



Yampa, White & North Platte River 
B i SBasins Summary
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Yampa and White River Basins with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Yampa, White & North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009

60

50

60

40

30

ip
ita

tio
n 

(In
ch

es
)

107% of 
Avg.

20

P
re

ci

10

0
Average WY2009 WY2008 WY1997 WY2002

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep



Little Snake R. nr Lily
118%

LaramieLittle Snake Yampa R nr Maybell
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Colorado River Basin SummaryColorado River Basin Summary
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Colorado River Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Lake Granby Inflow
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South Platte River Basin SummarySouth Platte River Basin Summary
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South Platte River Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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CCache La Poudre

Big Thompson

Cache LaPoudre @ Canyon Mouth
81%

Big Thompson

Boulder & St. Vrain

Clear Ck @ Golden
87%

Upper & Lower

Clear Creek

S. Platte R. @ S. Platte
75%
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Gunnison River Basin SummaryGunnison River Basin Summary
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Gunnison River Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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N. Fork Gunnison R. nr 
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Gunnison R. nr Grand. Jct.
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Lower Gunnison
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88%Uncompahgre86% 88%





San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan 
Ri B i SRiver Basins Summary
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins
High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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San Miguel R nr Placerville

San Miguel

McPhee Resv. Inflow
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Upper Rio Grande Basin SummaryUpper Rio Grande Basin Summary
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Upper Rio Grande Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Saguache-San Luis
Saguache Ck nr Saguache

76%Saguache-San Luis

Upper Rio
GrandeRio Grande nr Del Norte

91%

Alamosa-Culebra-Trinchera

South Fork RG @ South Fork
96%

Alamosa Ck abv Terrace Resv.
96%

Ute Ck nr Ft. Garland
90%

Conejos-San Antonio
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Arkansas River Basin SummaryArkansas River Basin Summary
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Arkansas River Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Apr 22, 2009
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Arkansas R. @ Salida
106%

Upper
Arkansas

106%

Pueblo Resv. Inflow
97%

Grape Ck nr Westcliffe
82%

Huerfano R. nr Redwing

Apishapa

Cucharas-Huerfano
90%

Purgatoire
Trinidad Lake Inflow

78%





Colorado Statewide SummaryColorado Statewide Summary





Future precipitation = Median



Future precipitation = Dryer 30% of the time



Future precipitation = Wetter 30% of the time








