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The 2009 Water Year
October – Near average precipitation during the first half  
of  the month, followed by dry conditions during the 
second half.  Below average snowpack accumulations 
during the month.

November – Below average precipitation statewide.  
Minimal gains in mountain snowpack.

December – Heavy snow storms in the southern 
mountains.  Nearly a repeat of  last year!!

January – A good start to the month, followed by a 
“January Thaw”.  Sizable snowpack increases at month’s 
end.

February – Holding our own (just barely)!



Yampa, White & North Platte River 

Basins Summary
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Yampa, White & North Platte River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2008 WY2009 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of Avg: 110%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 99%

Current as Pct of Peak: 83%

Average as Pct of Peak: 75%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 69%

Average Peak Date: Apr 17



Yampa and White River Basins High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Average WY2009 WY2008 WY1997 WY2002

P
re

c
ip

it
a
ti

o
n

 (
In

c
h

e
s
)

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

111% of 

Avg.





White

Laramie

North Platte

Little Snake

Yampa

Little Snake R. nr Lily

110%

Yampa R nr Maybell

108%

White R nr Meeker

105%

North Platte R nr Northgate

100%



Colorado River Basin Summary
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Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2008 WY2009 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of Avg: 119%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 91%

Current as Pct of Peak: 88%

Average as Pct of Peak: 74%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 45%

Average Peak Date: Apr 14



Upper Colorado River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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South Platte River Basin Summary
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South Platte River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2008 WY2009 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of Avg: 98%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 89%

Current as Pct of Peak: 68%

Average as Pct of Peak: 70%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 107%

Average Peak Date: Apr 23



South Platte River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Gunnison River Basin Summary
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2008 WY2009 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of Avg: 113%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 75%

Current as Pct of Peak: 84%

Average as Pct of Peak: 74%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 63%

Average Peak Date: Apr 12



Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan 

River Basins Summary
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2008 WY2009 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of Avg: 113%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 69%

Current as Pct of Peak: 87%

Average as Pct of Peak: 77%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 56%

Average Peak Date: Apr 07



San Miguel, Dolores, Animas & San Juan River Basins with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Feb 25, 2009
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San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins

High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Upper Rio Grande Basin Summary
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Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Current as Pct of Avg: 115%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 68%

Current as Pct of Peak: 88%

Average as Pct of Peak: 76%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 51%

Average Peak Date: Apr 10



Upper Rio Grande Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Feb 25, 2009

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

1
-O

c
t

1
-N

o
v

1
-D

e
c

1
-J

a
n

1
-F

e
b

1
-M

a
r

1
-A

p
r

1
-M

a
y

1
-J

u
n

1
-J

u
l

1
-A

u
g

1
-S

e
p

S
n

o
w

 W
a
te

r 
E

q
u

iv
a
le

n
t 

(I
n

c
h

e
s
)

Average WY2009 Minimum 10% 30% 50% 70% 90% Maximum



Upper Rio Grande Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Arkansas River Basin Summary
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Average WY2002 WY1997 WY2008 WY2009 Maximum Minimum

Current as Pct of Avg: 120%

Current as Pct of Last Year: 73%

Current as Pct of Peak: 90%

Average as Pct of Peak: 75%

Pct of Avg Needed to Reach Peak: 41%

Average Peak Date: Apr 13



Arkansas River Basin with Non-Exceedence Projections 
Based on Provisional SNOTEL Data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Arkansas River Basin High/Low Monthly Precipitation Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Feb 25, 2009
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Colorado Statewide Summary





Future precipitation = Median



Future precipitation = Dryer 30% of the time



Future precipitation = Dryer 10% of the time








