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Water Supply Reserve Account – Grant and Loan Program 
Water Activity Summary Sheet 

 
 
Applicant: Ruedi Water and Power Authority  Amount Requested: $40,000.00

Water Activity Name:  Roaring Fork Watershed 
Plan 

 Source of Funds: Basin Account

 

Water Activity Purpose:  

Matching Funds: Yes, unclear up to 
$75,000.00

Study or analysis (did not specify type) 

County:  
Multiple – Garfield, Pitkin, Eagle, Gunnison 

Drainage Basin:  Colorado – Roaring Fork, Frying Pan, Crystal 

Water Source: Subbasin study  

 



Water Activity Summary:  
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Discussion:  
This application focuses on issues associated with water resources in the Roaring Fork subbasin and appears 
to be very broad in scope.  It is also ambitiously and in staff view wisely seeks to integrate water resource 
information and issues with local planning decisions.  However, the application also introduces and element 
of study purpose that may not conform with the legislation that created the Water Supply Reserve Account.  
This legislation states that monies from the Account must be consistent with Section 37-75-102 C.R.S.  
Specifically, on Page 9 of the application it indicates that the Watershed Plan is intended, in part, to produce 
findings related to “acute and immediate threats to local water quality and quantity” and “prioritize project 
recommendations for meeting those threats and taking pro-active steps towards preservation of local water 
resources”.  The applicant has not addressed the threshold criteria, which prevents staff from fully assessing 
this potential issue. 

In addition, pursuant to 37-75-104 monies shall assist in meeting those water supply needs identified by: 
using data and information from the Statewide Water Supply Initiative (SWSI) and other appropriate sources 
and in cooperation with the ongoing SWSI, develop a basin-wide consumptive and non-consumptive needs 
assessments including an analysis of consumptive and non-consumptive needs, conduct and analysis of 
available unappropriated waters and propose projects or methods, both structural and non-structural, for 
meeting those needs and utilizing those unappropriated waters where appropriate.  While the study scope 
appears to have some nexus with consumptive and non-consumptive needs it does not reference or appear to 
consider the methodologies and finding of SWSI and does not appear to consider how this information will 
be integrated into the basin wide needs assessment (Colorado basin overall).  While not specifically required 
staff also believes that the effort should consider how the final product can help in the promotion of a 
common technical platform for the Colorado basin and other 8 basins involved in the Water for the 21st 
Century Act.    

Issues/Additional Needs:  
The application is not complete. 
The threshold criteria need to be specifically addressed.  This should include a description of how the results 
of the study will be used. 

Applicant needs to specify study type. 

The budget does not contain rates and level of effort.  The funding is unclear the description on Page 3 is 
difficult to compare to the description on Page 8.  
The schedule does not contain key milestones. 
The schedule indicates that some past work has been done.  Past cost can not be reimbursed. 
The expertise and capacity of the staff and their ability to complete the work is not describes as requested on 
Page 10 of the Criteria and Guidelines (Description of Applicant bullet 3 and Page 12 Scope of Work bullet 
4). 
The Colorado Basin has also requested funding for the Upper Colorado Endangered Species Study which 
involves evaluation of options within the Roaring Fork subbasin.  The application does not mention or 
address how these two efforts will be coordinated or if coordination is not needed why it is not. 
The study scope mentions: mapping of local water resource but does not define the term or address “level of 
detail issues for all water resources”; identifies a goal of sustainable water use practices but does not define 
how that is defined and what analysis that would entail; and discusses providing a comprehensive picture of 
overall demand for water in the valley and projected current and future water supplies but does not identify 
the logistics, methodologies, and planning horizon.  These issues relate to integration with SWSI and the 
development of a common technical platform for consistency and comparability of local, basin, and 
statewide water resource analysis and planning.  
The study process appears to have implications on water users in other basin(s).  The scope of work does not 
appear to include participation by these key stakeholders.  



 8

See also issues in the discussion section. 
Information on aquatic species (type, occurrence and density) is not mentioned specifically and could be of 
value.  
The CWCB provided funding for a Multi-objective Roaring Fork Study, which had a flood focus but should 
provide valuable information for this effort. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
The Roaring Fork Valley is an area of the state that has and will continue to undergo significant changes and 
is very diverse.  Rapid population growth, diverse/ changing demographics and water uses, and water 
resource develop at and near headwater areas present significant challenges and the Watershed Plan has 
many elements that will help provide information for wise water resource management decisions. 
 
The Watershed Plan has the potential to help identify and address important non-consumptive and 
consumptive needs for the basin.  However, it is also possible that the implementation of the study could 
result in a conflict with Section 37-75-102 C.R.S. and should address Section 37-75-104 C.R.S.  The 
applicant needs to specifically address these two important threshold criteria and statutory requirements of 
the Water Supply Reserve Account. 
 
It should also be noted that staff hopes to continue a statewide non-consumptive workgroup based on the 
membership of the SWSI Environmental and Recreation Technical Roundtable (additional members will 
also be encouraged to participate).  This workgroup would help develop and coordinate Colorado’s approach 
to non-consumptive needs to promote a common technical platform and ensure a consistent and comparable 
approach on both a local and statewide basis.  The applicant is encouraged to work with the CWCB and the 
non-consumptive workgroup in the implementation of the Watershed Plan. 
 
Based on the above and addressing the items in the issues/additional needs section, staff recommends 
approval of up to $40,000 for implementation of the Roaring Fork Watershed Plan. 
 
All products, data and information developed as a result of this grant must be provided to CWCB in hard 
copy and electronic format as part of the project documentation.  This information will in turn be made 
widely available to Basin Roundtables and the general public and will help promote the development of a 
common technical platform.  
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