


 
 
 

 

COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD 
 

WATER SUPPLY RESERVE ACCOUNT  
2006-2007 GRANT APPLICATION FORM  

 
Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation EIS/FR 

 

 Name of Water Activity/Project    River Basin Location 
 

 
$ 130,000 

 
$ 27,000 from SP 

$ 103,000 from Metro 

X X

Statewide Account

Basin Accounts Yes  

 
No  

 Amount of Funds Requested Please Check Applicable Box Approval Letter Signed By 
Roundtable Chair and 
Description of Results of 
Evaluation and Approval 
Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* For the Basin Account, the Application Deadline is 60 Days Prior to the Bimonthly CWCB meeting. 

The CWCB meetings are posted at www.cwcb.state.co.us and are generally the third week of the month. 

* For the Statewide Account, the Application Deadline is 60 Days Prior to the March and September 

CWCB Board Meetings.  

* In completing the application you may attach additional sheets if the form does not provide adequate 

space.   If additional sheets are attached please be sure to reference the section number of the 

application that you are addressing (i.e., A.1. etc.). 

Instructions:  This application form should be emailed, typed, or printed neatly.  The Water Supply Reserve 

Account Criteria and Guidelines can be found at http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/.  The criteria and guidelines 

should be reviewed and followed when completing this application.  You may attach additional sheets as 

necessary to fully answer any question, or to provide additional information that you feel would be helpful in 

evaluating this application.  Include with your application a cover letter summarizing your request for a grant. 

If you have difficulty with any part of the application, contact Rick Brown of the Intrastate Water Management 

and Development (Colorado Water Conservation Board) for assistance, at (303) 866-3514 or email Rick at 

rick.brown@state.co.us. 

Generally, the applicant is also the prospective owner and sponsor of the proposed water activity.  If this is not 

the case, contact the Rick Brown before completing this application. 
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Part A. - Description of the Applicant (Project Sponsor or Owner); 

The Greenway Foundation 
 

 

 

 1. Applicant Name(s): 

 

1040 S. Gaylord Street, Suite 201 
Denver, Colorado 80209 
 

 

Mailing address:  

 

 

 

   

     

303.455.7234 

Taxpayer ID#: Email address: 

Phone Numbers: Business: 

                              Home: 

                 Fax: 

510193575 wjshoemaker@comcast.net

same 

303.818.8078 

 

 

 
Person to contact regarding this application if different from above:  2. 

    Tracy Bouvette 720.641.6136 Name:  
 

 

  

Position/Title  Executive Director/ Great Western Institute 

Provide a brief description of your organization below: Refer to Part 2 of criteria and guidance for required 
Information.  Attach additional sheet(s) as needed. 

 3. 
 

 
Since 1974, the Greenway Foundation has led the effort to enhance and preserve the South Platte River 
and its tributaries throughout the Denver metropolitan area. Over the last three decades, over $60 million 
of environmental and recreational amenities have been added to these valuable natural resources.  The 
Greenway Foundation is a Colorado non-profit, formed as a 501(c(3)) in 1976.  In fulfillment of our 
mission, The Greenway Foundation maintains an endowment of $5 million that is used to fund our 
programs and staff activities. 
 
For this funding request, the Greenway Foundation is acting on behalf of our Chatfield Reservoir 
Reallocation project partners including:   

• City of Aurora     City of Brighton 
• Castle Pines Metro District   Castle Pines North Metro District 
• Town of Castle Rock    Centennial Water & Sanitation District  
• Center of Colorado Water Conservancy District Central Colorado Water Conservancy District  
• Colorado State Parks    Denver Botanical Gardens 
• Parker Water & Sanitation District  Perry Park Special Utility District 
• Roxborough Metro District   South Metro Water Supply Authority 
• Western Mutual Ditch Company   

(see #9 for rest of response) 
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Name of water activity/project:   1. 

Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation Environmental Impact Statement and Feasibility Report 
 
Studies and analysis of structural water project (Study relates to determining the feasibility of reallocating 20,600 
AF of flood control storage to other purposes including municipal and industrial water supply, agriculture, and 
recreation and fishery habitat protection and enhancement). 

2. What is the purpose of this grant application?  Check one. 

 Environmental compliance and feasibility study 

 Technical assistance regarding permitting, feasibility studies, and environmental compliance 

X Studies or analysis of structural, nonstructural, consumptive, nonconsumptive water needs, projects, 
or activities (Please specify)  

 
Structural and/or nonstructural water project or activity 
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3. Please provide an overview of water project or activity to be funded including – type of activity, statement of what 
the activity is intended to accomplish, the need for the activity, the problems and opportunities to be addressed, 
expectations of the participants, why the activity is important, the service area or geographic location, and any 
relevant issues etc.  Please include any relevant Tabor issues.  Please refer to Part 2 of criteria and guidance 
document for additional detail on information to include. Attach additional sheets as needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty one years ago the State of Colorado requested that the Federal government, through the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), evaluate the efficient use of Chatfield Reservoir to meet part of the increasing demand for water supply in the South 
Platte River basin.  Based on recently completed analysis of antecedent flood conditions, it appears that up to 20,600 acre-feet of 
storage in Chatfield could be reallocated from joint flood control-conservation purposes to other authorized purposes including 
municipal and industrial water supply, agriculture, and recreation and fishery habitat protection and enhancement (Section 808, 
WRDA 1986). 
 
Procedurally, the USACE must complete an environmental impact statement and feasibility report (EIS/FR) to justify the project 
and receive project approval from the Assistant Secretary of the Army.  The EIS/FR is cost shared with the local non-federal 
sponsor (the CWBC) 50:50 through a feasibility study cost share agreement (FCSA).   

 
Funding for the EIS/FR has occurred steadily since the FCSA was executed in 2004, with a total of approximately $3.5 million 
being spent by the combination of local and federal entities.  The CWCB and the local water users have been using various 
resources to pay for the local share of the project, including state and local water user cash and in-kind services.  On the other 
hand, the USACE share is provided through congressional appropriations.   
  
The USACE estimates that over $620,000 is needed to complete the EIS/FR, which will culminate in the signing of a Record of 
Decision (ROD) next summer.  In the short-term, the EIS/FR Preliminary Draft Report is due out in second quarter of this 
calendar year, and the Draft is due out in the fourth quarter of this calendar year. Keeping these tasks on schedule is vital to the 
ROD being prepared and signed prior to a new administration being brought in at the year of 2008, since the change of 
administration will further delay the project approvals, which further impact local water user capacity to plan and pursue 
alternative water supply sources.  
 
Unfortunately, federal funding for the USACE share of the project is at risk due to the other funding demands for USAC programs 
(e.g., Katrina, Iraq) and the 109th Congress’s inability to pass a FY07 budget.  To compensate for the federal government’s 
funding shortcomings, the CWCB and the local water users have waived their in-kind credits on the project, such that they can 
immediately contribute $330,000 in cash to keep the EIS/FR project funding continuous through this federal fiscal year. Although 
the local funding efforts have produced $200,000, there is currently a $130,000 funding gap that needs to be filled in the 
relatively short term to maintain continuity in the EIS/FR Project funding (otherwise, the USACE contractor would have to stop 
work on the EIS/FR which would cause unwanted delays, and potentially compromise getting a decision under the current 
administration). 
 
This funding request, which has received unanimous support and approval (excepting for abstentions from selected water users 
themselves who declined to vote) from both the South Platte and Metro Basin Round Tables, would support preparation of both 
the preliminary draft and draft EIS/FR.  The letters of support are attached. 
 
The map of the Denver Metro Area indicating the location of the 15 entities that will be storing water in Chatfield 
Reservoir if the reallocation of storage is approved is attached.  The 15 entities represent nearly 600,000 residential water 
customers in the Colorado.  Additionally, Denver Water and various other water users in the Denver Metro area would receive 
indirect benefits related to the Chatfield Reservoir reallocation associated with better water supply sustainability, improved 
operations, and reduced competition for other water supply projects.  In all, the Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation project would 
directly or indirectly impact at least 25% of the state’s population. 
 
In addition, the Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation project would benefit Adams, Weld and Morgan county farms and farmers 
currently receiving direct surface water or well augmentation water from Western Mutual Ditch and Central Colorado Water 
Conservancy District.  Combined, these two entities provide wet that irrigated over 50,000 acres in the lower South Platte. 
 
Finally, retimed releases from Chatfield Reservoir will provide both recreational and environmental benefits to the 53-miles 
downstream of the reservoir.  Current reservoir spills of the water that will be stored occur during peak flow conditions when 
recreational opportunities are hindered and fishery habitats are threatened by high flows.  The re-timing of these flood flows will 
allow for controlled releases to occur during more opportune times, such as in the winter when river flows are at their lowest and 
summer time weekends when river recreational demands peak. 
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The USACE performed a general investigation study of the Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation.  As a 
result of that study, the USACE found that there is federal interest in determining whether or not the 
storage in Chatfield can be reallocated for other authorized purposes including municipal and 
industrial water supply, agriculture, and recreation and fishery habitat protection and enhancement.   
 
One of the first subsequent studies that need to occur was the antecedent flood study, which was 
used to determine that the level of flood protection provided by Chatfield Reservoir would not be 
compromised by the reallocation of storage.  That study was accepted and approved by the USACE 
Assistant Secretary of the Army in February 2005. 
 
Western Resource Advocates, in cooperation with Trout Unlimited and the Colorado Environmental 
Coalition, performed an analysis of potential area water projects in 2005 looking to estimate 
potential yield from local and regional storage facilities.  Based on their work, the reallocation of 
Chatfield Reservoir was estimated to have a yield of 7,000 AF based on storing in-basin snowmelt 
and rainfall runoff that currently is spilled but would be stored using the conditional storage rights 
held by the 15 water users.   
 

Please provide a brief narrative of any related or relevant previous studies.  Attach additional 
sheets as needed. 

4.
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t5. Please provide a copy of the proposed scope of work.  Please refer to Part 2 of the criteria and 
guidance document for detailed requirements.  Attach additional sheets as needed.   
 
 
 

The proposed scope of work, which is the current USACE scope of work for the EIS/FR is attached.  This 
project is a subset of the overall EIS/FR including the preparation of the preliminary draft of the EIS/FR and the draft 
EIS/FR. 
 
The goals of the study are to determine the feasibility of reallocating storage in Chatfield Reservoir.  Of particular 
importance is the determination of three issues: 
 

• The capital cost of storage (which relates to the cost to the local water users to reimburse the federal 
government for the original cost to build Chatfield Reservoir) 

 
• The feasibility and cost of mitigating the impacts of the increased storage on the recreational facilities in the 

reservoir. 
 

• The feasibility and cost of mitigating the impacts of the increased storage on the environment within the 
reservoir. 

 
The EIS/FR will be crafted to evaluate these issues and determine the feasibility and cost of storage and mitigation.  
Based on the EIS identified “preferred alternative” and the FR estimated costs, and the public review comments and 
responses, the Assistant Secretary of the Army will be provided with the information needed to execute a ROD. 
 
Once the ROD has been executed, the CWCB and the USACE, along with the local water users and other project 
stakeholders will move toward developing an operational plan for the reservoir and executing water contracts.  The 
CWCB and the local water users will also move forward to design and implement the required mitigation activities. 
 
The funds provided from the Water Supply Reserve Account will be provided from the Greenway to the CWCB for 
distribution to the USACE Omaha, who will in turn utilize the funds to allocate funds both for their costs and to keep 
their contractor TetraTech working without delay over the next 6 months.  To date the CWCB and local water users 
have contributed over $1.9 million dollars in cash and in-kind services to the EIS/FR.  The federal government has 
contributed similar funding to the effort such that the project expeditures to date are $3,970,223.   
 
Given the recent inability of the 109th congress to pass a budget for this federal fiscal year, the CWCB has had to 
forego in-kind credits on the local share of the project funding for $330,000.  The local water user group has been 
providing funds to the CWCB passed on a $10/AF invoice each water user received in December.  The cash 
contributions related to this recent invoicing effort will provide funding for $206,000 of the required funding, such that 
the $130,000 requested herein will fill the remainer of the short-term funding gap. 
 
The Water Supply Reserve Account monies for both basin accounts will be contributed through the Greenway 
Foundation to the CWCB in much the same way that previous funding has been contributed to offset the credit CWCB 
had received in the past of in-kind contributions.  The cash will be infused directly into the USACE general 
investigations account for use on the Chatfield Reallocation EIS/FR. 
 
The attached scope of work is currently being conducted by TetraTech and has an expected cost of $898,790.79.  The 
USACE has funded this scope of work under contract DACW45-03-C-0016 to a level of $529,165.38 as of August 
2006.  The $130,000 will be used to help fill the $369,625.41 between that funded and that needed to complete the 
EIS/FR.   
 
The key scope activity theat will be performed utilizing the Water Supply Reserve Account will be Task 5, and more 
specifically the screening and refinement of alternative reallocation plans and the preparation of the Preliminary Draft 
EIS/FR, both discussed on page 9 of 11 of the scope of work. 
 
These tasks are expected to be completed by May 31, 2007. 
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 List the names and addresses of any technical or legal consultants retained to represent the applicant or t
conduct investigations for the water activity/project. 

o 6. 

Name       Address/Phone Number 
Eric Laux 
USACE Omaha 
 

CENWO-PM-AP 
106 South 15th Street 
Omaha, NE 68102-1618 
402-221-7186 
 

Gary Drendel 
TetraTech 
 

143 Union Boulevard, Suite 1010 
Lakewood, CO 80228-1875 
303-980-3546 
 

Tracy Bouvette 
Great Western Institute 

9486 Chesapeake Ct. 
Littleton, CO 80126 
720.641.6136 
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8.  If you have not specifically and fully addressed the Evaluation Criteria found in Part 3 of the criteria 
and guidance document please provide additional detail here.  Attach additional sheet(s) if needed. 

  
The source of the Chatfield Reservoir reallocation water supply will be currently 
unstored snowmelt and rainfall runoff that originates in the South Platte River Basin 
but is spilled at the reservoir given the lack of available storage space.  The 
reallocation project will end in the execution of a record of decision with the USACE 
that will allow the 15 entities to store their conditional water rights in the reallocated 
storage space in Chatfield, not to exceed 20,600 AF, without adding any additional 
height or size to the dam.  Based on recent work performed by Western Resource 
Advocates, and supported by analyses conducted by the Denver Water Department, 
the potential yield of the project is estimated to be 7,000 AF.  The conditional water 
rights held by the 15 local water entities date back into 1984. 
 

Water Availability and Sustainability – this information is needed to assess the viability and 
effectiveness of the water project or activity.  Please provide a description of each water supply source 
to be utilized for, or the water body to be affected by, the water activity.  For water supply sources 
being utilized, describe its location, yield, extent of development, and water right status.  For water 
bodies being affected, describe its location, extent of development, and the expected effect of the w
activity on the water body, in either case, the analysis should take into consideration a reasona
range of hydrologic variation. Attach additional sheets as needed.   

ater 
ble 

 

7. 
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Additional Information – If you feel you would like to add any additional pertinent information please 
feel free to do so here.  Attach additional sheets as needed.

9.  

(continued from #3) 
 
These project partners listed in #3 represent the upstream and downstream interests in 
the project.  Metropolitan Wastewater Reclamation District, City and County of Denver, 
City of Littleton, Denver Water and the Greenway Foundation represent the instream 
interests.  All of these parties and the Colorado Water Conservation Board have 
contributed funds to the project being proposed for use of Water Supply Reserve 
Account Funding. 
 
The Greenway Foundation maintains 1 full-time and 1 part-time staff members.  We 
are working closely with Great Western Institute and Capitol Representatives to provide 
organizational, policy, and communications services to the above listed stakeholder 
group. 
 
The Greenway Foundation’s Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws are 
attached. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above statements are true to the best of my knowledge: 

Signature of Applicant:                                         
            

Print Applicant’s Name: Jeff Shoemaker 
                 

Project Title:  Chatfield Reservoir Reallocation EIS/FR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return this application to: 

 Mr. Rick Brown 
 Intrastate Water Management and Development Section  
 COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD 
 1580 Logan Street, Suite 600 
 Denver, CO   80203 
 
To submit applications by Email, send to:  rick.brown@state.co.us
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Reference Information 

The following information is available via the internet.  The reference information provides additional 

detail and background information regarding these criteria and guidelines and water policy issues 

affecting our state. 

 

Colorado Water Conservation Board Policies 

Loan and Grant policies and information are available at - http://cwcb.state.co.us/Finance/

Water Supply Reserve Account Criteria and Guidelines – 

http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/tools.htm#Water_Supply_Reserve_Account

 

Interbasin Compact Committee and Basin Roundtables 

Interbasin Compact Committee By-laws and Charter – 

http://dnr.state.co.us/Home/ColoradoWaterforthe21stCentury/Interbasin+Compact+Committee/IbccHo

mePage.htm

Basin Roundtable By-laws – 

http://dnr.state.co.us/Home/ColoradoWaterforthe21stCentury/IbccHome.htm

 

Legislation 

House Bill 05-1177 - Also known as the Water for the 21st Century Act – 

http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/statutes.htm

House Bill 06-1400 – Adopted the Interbasin Compact Committee Charter – 

http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/statutes.htm

Senate Bill 06-179 – Created the Water Supply Reserve Account – 

http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/statutes.htm

 

Statewide Water Supply Initiative  

General Information - http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/

Phase 1 Report - http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/PhaseIReport.htm  

http://cwcb.state.co.us/Finance/
http://dnr.state.co.us/Home/ColoradoWaterforthe21stCentury/Interbasin+Compact+Committee/IbccHomePage.htm
http://dnr.state.co.us/Home/ColoradoWaterforthe21stCentury/Interbasin+Compact+Committee/IbccHomePage.htm
http://dnr.state.co.us/Home/ColoradoWaterforthe21stCentury/IbccHome.htm
http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/statutes.htm
http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/statutes.htm
http://cwcb.state.co.us/IWMD/statutes.htm
http://cwcb.state.co.us/SWSI/
http://cwcb.state.co.us/SWSI/PhaseIReport.htm























